
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S387 February 7, 2012 
known as Be The Match, has under-
taken a laudable effort to connect 
transplant patients with healthy, unre-
lated donors through the Be The Match 
Registry. Today, the registry includes 
more than 9.5 million registered do-
nors. Despite their success in raising 
awareness and soliciting support, a 
small percentage of our population is 
registered. Patients from ethnic and 
minority communities face particular 
difficulty in finding matches due to 
limited diversity within the registry, 
further complicating the search for a 
viable genetic match. Deutsche 
Knochenmarkspenderdatei gGmbH, 
DKMS, currently the largest bone mar-
row donor center in the world, shares 
Be The Match’s commitment to in-
creasing donor recruitment and diver-
sifying the marrow donor registry. 

This year, marrow donor registry 
drives will take place in communities 
across America. One in particular, 
known as Simon’s Saturday, will take 
place in Emmaus, PA. The bone mar-
row donor drive is named after Simon 
Ernst, an energetic 8-year-old from 
Upper Milford, who is bravely battling 
leukemia and awaiting a bone marrow 
transplant. Participation in the mar-
row donor registry is simple and safe. 
Interested participants must meet the 
age and health requirements, fill out a 
registration form, and provide a swab 
of cheek cells. I would like to encour-
age those interested to attend a bone 
marrow drive in their community or to 
join online by visiting the NDMP 
website at www.BeTheMatch.org or the 
DKMS website at www.getswabbed.org. 

The bone marrow donor program is a 
cause close to my family’s heart, which 
is why I intend to participate in a bone 
marrow registry drive on February 18, 
2012. This issue is especially important 
to my wife Kris, who has been a reg-
istered donor through Be The Match 
for the last 16 years, and I look forward 
to joining her and the more than 9.5 
million individuals who have already 
joined. Together we can help provide 
hope and save lives.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL BECK 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Michael Beck, a fall intern in 
my Washington, DC office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my staff 
and the people of the State of Florida. 

Michael is a senior at Brigham 
Young University majoring in political 
science. He is a dedicated and diligent 
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Michael for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KATERINA ERBITI 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Katerina Erbiti, a fall intern 
in my Washington, DC office for all of 

the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Katerina is a graduate of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Academy in Coral Gables, FL. 
Currently, she is a freshman at Amer-
ican University. She is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who has been devoted 
to getting the most out of her intern-
ship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Katerina 
for all the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TAYLOR FERGUSON 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Taylor Ferguson, a fall in-
tern in my Washington, DC office for 
all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

Taylor is a graduate of Cardinal New-
man High School in West Palm Beach, 
Florida and Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity, where he majored in political 
communications. He is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who has been devoted 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Taylor for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO COURTNEY HOUSTON- 
CARTER 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Courtney Houston-Carter, a 
fall law extern in my Washington, DC 
office for all of the hard work he has 
done for me, my staff and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Courtney is a graduate of Tufts Uni-
versity, where he majored in political 
science. Last spring, he received his 
Juris Doctor from Suffolk University 
Law School. He is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Courtney 
for all the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TAYLOR KLOUSTIN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Taylor Kloustin, a fall intern 
in my Washington, DC office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Taylor is a junior at Elon University 
majoring in public administration and 
political science and minoring in busi-
ness administration. She is a dedicated 
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Taylor for 

all the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ART LINARES 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Art Linares, a fall intern in 
my Washington, DC office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my staff 
and the people of the State of Florida. 

Art is a graduate of the University of 
Tampa, where he received a degree in 
entrepreneurship. He is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who has been devoted 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Art for all 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KAREN MUSTIGA 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Karen Mustiga, a fall intern 
in my Washington, DC office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Karen is a graduate of the University 
of Florida, where she majored in polit-
ical science and economics. She is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Karen for 
all the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO CHRIS WASSMAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Chris Wassman, a fall press 
intern in my Washington, DC office for 
all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

Chris is a sophomore pursuing a 
major in Political Science at The 
George Washington University. He is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Chris for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO NICOLE MARTINEZ 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Nicole Martinez, an intern in 
my Miami office, for all of the hard 
work she has done for me, my staff and 
the people of the State of Florida. 

Nicole is a senior at Coral Reef Sen-
ior High School in Miami, FL. Next 
fall, she will be attending the Wharton 
Undergraduate School of Business at 
the University of Pennsylvania. She is 
a dedicated and diligent worker who 
has been devoted to getting the most 
out of her internship experience. 
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